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The COVID-19 pandemic has unveiled and
emphasized how vital care-based access is to
ensure that we have a functioning economy.

According to the Family Caregiver Alliance,
annually, about 8,357,100 people receive sup-
port from the 5 main long-term care services.

These include: Home health agencies
4,742,500; Nursing homes 1,383,700; Hos-
pices 1,244,500; Residential care communities
713,300; Adult day service centers 273,200.

The number of individuals using paid long-
term care services in any setting will likely
double from 13 million using services in 2000,
to 27 million people by 2050.

This estimate is impacted by steep growth
in the population of older people who tend to
need an increasing amount of care.

Among the disabled and elder population in
the world, about two-thirds rely solely on fam-
ily members to provide care, which often re-
sults in conflicts with their professional ca-
reers.

These conflicts often limit their ability to
work outside the home and provide for their
families.

For many parents, especially single moth-
ers, a lack of childcare reduces workforce par-
ticipation and prevents upward economic mo-
bility.

Fifty-seven percent of working families spent
more than $10,000 on childcare in 2020.

Twenty-seven percent of families have dif-
ficulty accessing childcare because of high de-
mand and low supply of available childcare
providers who have not yet reached capacity.

On average, Americans with children spend
at least 10 percent of their household income
on childcare.

Fifty-eight percent of working parents rely
on childcare centers which equates to about
6.38 million parents across the nation.

This bill is a stepping stone towards eco-
nomic stability and allows hardworking Amer-
ican parents to return to their jobs.

We must continue working alongside par-
ents, employers, and childcare advocates to
secure an economy that helps working parents
thrive.

For these reasons, | ask my colleagues to
join me in supporting H.R. 5547.

———

HONORING THE COLLEGE OF SAN
MATEO’S 100TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 31, 2022

Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, | rise to con-
gratulate the College of San Mateo on its
100th Anniversary. The college, known to
locals as CSM, is a shining star on the penin-
sula’s hillside, set high above the City of San
Mateo and serving as a gateway to jobs or ad-
ditional higher education for tens of thousands
each year. That includes me. | attended sum-
mer school one year on this beautiful campus.

The numbers prove the college’s success.
CSM offers 68 associate and transfer degree
programs and an additional 81 professional
and career certificates. Students at CSM regu-
larly transfer to San Francisco State, San Jose
State and the University of California. CSM
has contracts guaranteeing transfer with these
universities, and more.

The college started at a site in downtown
San Mateo in 1922, the answer for a crisis in
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the affordability of higher education in America
at that time. It seems like the same problem
that we have today. For 100 years, it's been
the go-to place for students who needed a
high-quality education but couldn’t afford Stan-
ford, Yale, Harvard or even the University of
California.

Since its birth, CSM has innovated. For ex-
ample, in recent years it began an innovative
program known as Middle College, accepting
high school students who take college-level
classes while in high school. We talk a great
deal about equal opportunity for all. After grad-
uating from high school, many students in this
program matriculate to CSM or state colleges
and the University of California having earned
thousands of dollars of reduced-cost college
credits while in high school. | view this pro-
gram as one of the most important offered by
CSM because through affordable access to
higher education our local students come one
step closer to avoiding student debt while
earning a valuable college degree.

Even when students do not go to college
during their high school years, the affordable
classes at CSM are an enormous savings. A
third of the college’s students are even eligible
for a waiver of all fees. As one former CSM
student put it, “Calculus is the same at the
University of California as it is at CSM. It just
costs thousands of dollars less.” This young
man transferred from CSM to the University of
California, Santa Cruz and graduated with a
Bachelor’s in Computer Science. He estimated
that he saved $60,000 and noted that he also
had money in his college account—zero col-
lege debt—when he graduated from Santa
Cruz. He enjoyed many of his CSM classes
more than those at UC Santa Cruz and, at
CSM, the professors even knew his name.

So who are the dreamers of our current day
who go to CSM? The college sends a mes-
sage that all are welcomed, and that it is com-
mitted to a campus culture that is antiracist
and equity-advancing, where students and
employees who are People of Color,
Indiginous, LGBTQIA+, differently enabled,
justice impacted, and undocumented are in-
cluded, embraced and celebrated for who they
are. | also would be remiss if | didn’t mention
that the CSM campus and adjacent land is the
site of the district’s affordable housing devel-
opment for faculty and staff. Employee turn-
over has plummeted since this development
was created, offering rents that are frequently
50 percent or less of market rate. Other
school districts in our county now plan to copy
this strategy, and thus CSM, in so many dif-
ferent ways, teaches our community how to
succeed.

Madam Speaker, in closing, | want to note
that Dr. Jill Biden is right. Community college
is the key to a great future for many Ameri-
cans. We should do more to reduce the costs
of attending community colleges like CSM.
They are not simply a community jewel on the
hill. They are a vital tool to shape an American
economy that offers hope and lifetime learning
opportunities for every inquisitive student.
Congratulations CSM. They are 100 years old,
and still packing them in like they’re a youthful
major league star on the playing field. Well, in
fact, they are.
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COMMENDING AUSTAL ON THE
LAUNCH OF NEW STEEL LINE

HON. JERRY L. CARL

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 31, 2022

Mr. CARL. Madam Speaker, | commend
Austal USA for the launch of their steel manu-
facturing line on April 12, 2022. This world-
class steel expansion is not only a valuable
asset for Mobile, but it is also vital for our na-
tional defense. Austal has invested $100 mil-
lion in the development of this venture, includ-
ing the necessary facility upgrades, new build-
ings, and state-of-the-art equipment.

The addition of the steel line will create jobs
both at Austal shipyard and throughout the
steel line supply chain. Austal’'s partnership
with SSAB Americas to provide the steel in-
ventory for the Navy T-ATS program shows
their commitment to utilizing regional re-
sources and labor. Austal is developing and
growing the local workforce by hiring a mul-
titude of tradesmen and women to meet the
demands of the new line. Additionally, they
work with over 280 vendors in Alabama, in-
cluding many small businesses, who will
greatly benefit from this new enterprise.

Ensuring that Austal and the Gulf Coast can
continue competing for future programs to
meet the growing needs of the United States
Navy and United States Coast Guard is in-
credibly important to our local economy, our
state, and the defense interests of our entire
nation. Austal USA is well equipped to meet
these critical needs, and I’'m proud of the work
they do right here in Alabama’s First Congres-
sional District to keep our country safe and se-
cure.

———

ANA MARIA ARROYO ALVAREZ

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 31, 2022

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Ana Maria Ar-
royo Alvarez for receiving the Adams County
Mayors and Commissioners Youth Award.

Ana Maria Arroyo Alvarez is an 11th grader
at North Valley School for Young Adults and
received this award because their determina-
tion and hard work have allowed them to over-
come adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Ana Maria
Arroyo Alvarez is exemplary of the type of
achievement that can be attained with hard
work and perseverance. It is essential stu-
dents at all levels strive to make the most of
their education and develop a work ethic
which will guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Ana
Maria Arroyo Alvarez for winning the Adams
County Mayors and Commissioners Youth
Award. | have no doubt they will exhibit the
same dedication and character in all of their
future accomplishments.
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